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St Thomas More Junior High School

Grade 8 

Welcome to Language Arts grade eight!   
The following are the five general outcomes as outlined by Alberta Learning.

Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to:

· Explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences.

· Comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print, and other media texts.

· Manage ideas and information.

· Enhance the clarity and artistry of communication.

· Respect, support and collaborate with others.
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Course Overview
IBO mission statement

The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.
The Middle Years International Baccalaureate Program is guided by three fundamental concepts:

· Holistic Learning – emphasizes the links between the disciplines providing a global view of situations and issues.

· Intercultural Awareness- developing students’ attitudes, knowledge and skill as they learn about their own and others’ social and national cultures.

· Communication – fundamental to all learning as it supports inquiry and       understanding, and allows student reflections and expression. 

Communication:

Communication will be evident in all that the students study in language A. This language will often be the language of instruction and of general conversation within the school.

Language A includes the five skill areas speaking, listening, reading, writing and viewing.
Students are required to experience and explore each of the five areas of interaction in every year of the IBMYP.  The areas of interaction give the MYP its distinctive core.

· Approaches to Learning - students learn the fundamentals of planning, organizing and presenting information by using oral and written language effectively, reading for a variety of purposes, and working independently and cooperatively to achieve a goal.

· Community and Service – students sharpen their understanding of the world around them and to go beyond the purely academic study of the language and use it as a tool to strengthen their sense of belonging to their immediate community and to the wider world.

· Human Ingenuity – students appreciate the human capacity to invent, create, transform and improve the quality of life. 

· Environment – students are challenged to accept responsibility for maintaining a natural and sustainable world for present and future generations.  The aim is to help students to see the links between issues, to develop positive and responsible attitudes, and to gain the motivation, skills and commitment to contribute to their environments.
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Health and Social Education – students are encouraged to develop mind and body.  This enables them to make informed and responsible choices. The development of social skills while working individually and in cooperation with others is a definite goal. 
Students will engage knowledge and content of Language A through these areas of interaction.  Students will journal and reflect on their learning making connections between these areas of interaction and their learning experience.

Language A
IBMYP Aims and Objectives:
Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of language A are to encourage and enable the

student to:

· use the language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning and self-expression

· use language as a tool for personal growth, social interaction and for developing relationships within the international community

· comprehend more clearly aspects of their own culture and those of other cultures by exploring the interdependence of human beings through a variety of works
· explore the many facets of the language through the use of media and information technology

· develop the skills involved in speaking, listening, reading, writing and viewing in a variety of contexts respond appropriately to a variety of texts

· read widely to promote a lifelong interest in language and literature develop a critical and creative approach to studying and analyzing literature develop language skills through interdisciplinary work

· consider the role of literature both culturally and historically reflect on the learning process in various ways and at various stages

· empathize with real people and fictional characters as and when appropriate
IBMYP Language A 

Objectives

The objectives of Language A deal with both language and literature. The various language skills—speaking, listening, reading, writing and viewing—are all covered by these objectives.

At the end of the course students should be able to:

· understand and comment on the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen pieces of writing

· demonstrate a critical awareness of a range of written and visual texts

· use language to narrate, describe, analyze, explain, argue, persuade, inform, entertain and express feelings

· compare texts and connect themes to show similarities or differences across genres

· express an informed personal response to literary and non-literary texts and demonstrate the ability to approach works independently

· understand connotations within a language in order to interpret the author’s or speaker’s intentions

· express ideas with clarity and coherence in both oral and written communication

· structure ideas and arguments, both orally and in writing, in a sustained and logical way, and support them with relevant examples

· distinguish the main ideas in a text from the secondary ideas

· use and understand an appropriate and varied range of vocabulary and idiom

· use correct grammar with appropriate and varied sentence structure

· show awareness of the need for an effective choice of register suited to the audience in both oral and written communication.
IB ASSESSMENT CRITERION IN LANGUAGE A

Criterion A: Content

Criterion B: Organization

Criterion C: Style and Language Mechanics
These three criterions will be assessed 2 times each throughout the year.  The assessment tasks include a Friendly Letter Writing Assignment (assessing Content and Organization), a Poetry Writing Assignment (assessing Content and Style and Language Mechanics), and a Short Story Writing Assignment (assessing Organization and Style and Language Mechanics).  
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS:

1. Students are expected to respect others and their property.  Everyone in the classroom deserves kindness and a feeling of belonging.

2. Students are expected to come to class on time and with all required materials.  Students may not be permitted to go to their lockers during class time.

3. All assignments must be written in blue or black ink only, or typed on the computer.  

4. All homework assignments/test dates are written on the board several days in advance. Virtual Classrooms will also be set up to allow students internet access to materials and course information.

5. Students are expected to hand in assignments on time.  Late assignments will receive a 10% deduction. If a student is absent on the due date, the assignment must be submitted the day the student returns to school.

6. Any assignments that are not submitted will be recorded as a zero in the grade book until which time the student turns in the work for assessment. Students must also respect late assignment final term deadlines as posted on the Virtual Classroom. 

7. If a student misses class time for any reason, it is his/her responsibility to catch up on missed notes, assignments etc. An absence is no excuse for incomplete coursework.

8. Where possible, if a student is aware that he/she will be absent for a test or assignment date, arrangements must be made to write the test or submit the assignment prior to the absence.

9. A novel of choice must be brought to every class so students may read for pleasure when their work is completed. 

10. Use class time appropriately to complete work. Ask questions; ask for assistance, class time is not the time to socialize.

MATERIALS:

·  Binder with five dividers labeled as follows: Short Stories, Poetry, Novel Study, Writing and Quizzes and Exams    
·  Duo-tang 
·  Lined paper
·  Blue or black pens
·  Highlighter
·  Red pen for editing
·  Assigned textbooks

EVALUATION:

           Comprehension                25%

           Writing                              25%

           Quizzes                            15%

           Exams                              35%

           _________________________

          Cumulative Grade        80%

         (The entire year’s work)

           Final Exam                   20%

        The achievement mark on the student’s report card is a reflection of the student’s 

        marks in the above mentioned areas.  

OTHER

· Your child’s progress can be monitored online using PowerSchool. 

Thank you for taking the time to review this outline. Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us at 484 -2434 or Jacqueline.Ament@ecsd.net Martin.Flynn@ecsd.net or Sarah.Koning@ecsd.net 

Please fill out the information below and return with your child by the end of the first week of classes.

Sincerely,

J. Amentl/M. Flynn/S. Koning
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

________ YES, I have read the letter on student expectations for Language Arts 8.

If there are concerns about my child, please contact me by:

________ PHONE (number)
_____________________

________ EMAIL (address)
___________________________

_______________________      ______
__                ________________________


Child’s full name

    Class

     Parent/Guardian name (Please Print)

________________________

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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